
A small group of                     
committed professionals 
came together at the Garth 
Youth and 
Community Project for 
the first Network Event of 
2009. 
The event ‘out of synch’ 
in that it was barely 2 
months after the previous 
event and had been called 
in order to draw the cycle 
of Network events                
alongside the meetings of 
Core Aim groups and of 
the Children and Young 
People’s Partnership. 
The 3rd Sector Link                 
Officer started the           
morning with a round up 
all of the Core Aim group 
meetings. Summary 
sheets of these meetings 
are available on the               
relevant Core Aim page of 
www.pembs-
networking.org.uk 
As the discussion                 
progressed a number of 
different suggestions were 
made. I have now                  
followed these up and 
progress is shown below. 
 
��� Invite Amy Nicholls 
(Chair of Gennex) to a 
future Network Event 

(I will invite Amy to               
either the April or July 
event, depending on her 
college 
commitments) 
 
��� Tier 1 Child Protection 
training to be made               
available to the Tanyard as 
they have 
a large number of staff 
who need to do it. 
(I have spoken with Heidi 
and she has agreed to this. 
Ideally, groups                         
intermingle and  share 
practice on this training, 
however where 8 or more 
participants are from the 
same organisation, we can 
arrange single agency 
training) 
 
��� Data from the QES      
system should be               
available to all groups 
who contribute to it. 
(I have spoken to Dave 
Walker about this and, 
currently, groups are able 
to access global data from 
the QES system. There is 
a working group looking 
at security for the system 
and in time, groups will 
only be able to see their 
own data. The reason for 
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this is that there is              
potentially sensitive data 
on the system (young 
people’s names and               
addresses) and this does 
need to be secured.              
However, groups will still 
be able to access                    
anonymised, aggregated 
data, for funding bids etc 
after the security update 
on request. This will be 
the same access that 
CYPP has.) 
 
�In the final part of the 
morning, groups updated 
each other on events 
within their own                   
organisations. The most 
significant of these was 
Tim Moss advising              
participants of his Play in 
Partnership conference 
that was to be held the 
following Tuesday. (See 
the article later in this 
newsletter for a full write 
up!) Many of the                    
attendee’s at the Network 
event, then attended the 
conference. Attendee’s 
were also advised of the 
upcoming Procurement 
and Tendering workshop, 
to be held at Albany Hall 
on the 28th January.�
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Play In Partnership Conference 2009 
The first Joint Play in Partnership Conference was held at the Queens Hall in Narbeth on the 21st  
January 2009. The conference was attended over 100 representatives from the voluntary sector,              
statutory sector, play-workers and club staff from many types of organisations in both counties. 

 

�Presentations were given by Pantyfynnon Communities First, Llwnhendy ICC, Pembrokeshire Open 
Access Play Action Team, Carmarthenshire’s Early Years Service Manager, Pembrokeshire’s 0-10 
Programmes Manager and Tim Moss Regional Development Co-ordinator. In addition to these                  
presentations, Keith Towler Children’s Commissioner for Wales was the key note speaker for the 
event. 

  

The feedback from the conference has been extremely positive with over 40 people expressing an         
interest in becoming part of the Play Association which will be developed in the near future in order to 
drive play forward in both regions.   

 

�This event has helped to promote play and the importance of play for children and young people as 
part of lives. Keith Towler (Children’s Commissioner) had this to say about the conference: 

�

�“I took delight in accepting the invitation to greet conference attendees because, from what I’ve seen, it 
seems that both counties are committed to allowing children and young people to exercise their right to 
relax and play. These conferences provide practitioners with an ideal platform to share ideas and good 
practice and it was great that I could play a small part in that. 

 

�“Play is such an essential part of a good childhood; it provides children with solid foundations that will 
stand them in good stead for the future. It helps build children’s social skills and confidence and              
improves their overall well-being; this is why every child in Wales is entitled to play and leisure under 
article 31 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.  

 

�“I sincerely hope that the work I’ve seen with children and young people in Carmarthenshire and Pem-
brokeshire will continue and that practitioners will carry on sharing information in this way.” 
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For those who were unable to attend the 
conference and anybody wishing to have a 
video of the event it will be on CD in the near 
future. Please email cwilliams@cavs.org.uk  
if you require a copy or if you would like to 
be part of the play association development. 



 

�Pembrokeshire Sibling 
Group provides day trips 
and residential outings for 
children with a disabled 

brother or sister, aged be-
tween 7 and 18 years.  The 

following will give you a 
flavour of the activities they 

enjoy. 
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�The activities included 
climbing, a mud assault 

team building exercise, a 
walk and a Halloween party 
with apple bobbing, “wrap 
the mummy” game and a 

treasure hunt 
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�Working in two groups the 
siblings took part in cook-

ing activities, making 
Christmas cards and listen-
ing to music.  The siblings 
organised a talent contest 
and the Co-ordinator did 

some theatre work using a 
puppet.  Everyone took 

biscuits, cakes and cards 
home that they had made 

during the event. 
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�The children were picked 
up at agreed points 

around Pembrokeshire 
and taken by coach to 

Swansea Grand Theatre.  
Everyone enjoyed the 
show, especially when 
Buttons mentioned the 

Group by name and gave 
them a wave. 

 

�Future trips are expected 
to include a visit to Crystal 
Maze, a cinema trip and a 
residential trip to Monkey 

World. 

 

�It is not easy for children 
with a disabled sibling 

because even if they are 
not involved in the direct 
care of their brother or 
sister they will find their 
home life very much af-
fected by the situation.  

Lots of attention is neces-
sarily given to the dis-

abled child and it is often 
difficult for other children 
in the family to undertake 
normal childhood activities 
because of the restrictions 
on the family in catering 
for the disabled sibling’s 

needs.  Siblings are 
sometimes victims of bul-
lying or abuse from their 
peers and often suffer 

emotional difficulties be-
cause of their situation.   

 

 

 

�The aim of Pembroke-
shire Sibling Group is to 
allow these children to 
have time away from 

these pressures to enjoy 
active play and peer sup-
port.  If you would like to 
be referred to our Group, 

or would like to refer 
someone else, please 

contact our referrals offi-
cer Elizabeth Edwards on 
01834 891446 or visit our 

website 
www.pembrokeshire-

sibling-group.org.uk for a 
referral form and details of 

how to apply. 
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